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Respiratory syncytial virus (RSV)

• Common respiratory virus

• Symptoms ranging from mild cold to severe lower respiratory infections

• Major cause of hospital burden in infants

• Adults with pre-existing conditions and elderly also at risk
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RSV in Finnish National Infectious 
Diseases Register (2004-2016)
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RSV in Finnish National Infectious
Diseases Register (2004-2016)
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RESCEU (2017-2022) & 
PROMISE (2021-2024)
• European initiatives focusing on RSV (funded by IMI & IHI)

• Goals include generating evidence on burden of RSV and 
preparative work for vaccines and therapeutics

• Multitude of participants across Europe
• Finnish participants Varha and THL
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Estimating burden of RSV from routine 
electronic health records
Datasets:

• Hospital admissions

• Laboratory confirmations

• General practitioner visits

• General population and death records

• Birth records 

Topics:

• Measurement of disease burden
• Direct characterization

• Estimation for adults

• Profiling patient characteristics
e.g. risk groups

• Preparing data for other study
tracks
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Some results from RESCEU
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Changes related to national
surveillance since 2017
• Improvements in testing practices for adults

• COVID-19 pandemic lead to a greater need for surveillance of ARIs
 chance to utilize lessons learned from RESCEU

• Real-time availability of hospital discharge records
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RSV in Finnish National Infectious
Diseases Register (2016-2023)
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Secondary 
care ARI 
inpatient 
episodes in 
Finland,
07/17-06/23

Total
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Open data publication

https://sampo.thl.fi/pivot/prod/en/epirapo/respinfcare/fact_epirapo_respinfcare

https://sampo.thl.fi/pivot/prod/en/epirapo/respinfcare/fact_epirapo_respinfcare


Things to come

• Further refinement of inpatient and other hospital care definitions

• Primary care
• Different types of healthcare contacts

• Private healthcare

• Sick leaves

• Cost-effectiveness assessment of interventions
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Thank you


